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1 , Nama of Property

historic name Newman Brothers Building

other names/alls number N/A

2. Loeitlon

street 4 number 602-608 S. Main Street Ej/f nol (or publication

city, town Joplin

county Jasper

vicinity

stale Missouri coda code zip cod*

3. Claaalflcatlon

Ownership of Property Category of Property 

PJ private ED bulldlng(s) 

n public-local [~l district 

I I public-State I I site 

l~l public-Federal d structure 

PI object

Name of related multiple property listing:

M/P

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing recontributing 

i n buildings

n n structures 

n __Q__ objects 

i n Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 

llatad In tha National Bagistor N/fl

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority underlhe NationalHJstorlc Preservatwn Act 011966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

H nomination I I request for detisrmlnatlon^af'elkjlbillty meets tnjjf docurnjantatlon standards for registering properties In the 

National Register of Historic PlaofeLand^neats ttijjAbcfcdural Atti professional requirements set forth In 36/CFp Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property B*eetk Ddois K^tji^l/iftf ̂ tkfp^fm^r qtUartatTtjSee continuation

Signature of certifying official G> Tracy MdharTT:Iir/tSreJcTEor~

Department of Natural Resources and syaye Historic Preservation Off:

i /\y

State or Federal agency and bureau jT

In my opinion, the property LH meets LJ does not meet the National Register criteria. I I See continuation a

Signature of commenting or othsr official

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

I I entered in the National Register.

Qsee continuation sheet 

I I determined eligible for the National

Register. I 1 See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the

National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 

CH other, (explain:) __________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Ute

Histonc Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

'-'WfI.-"--'"JCF - ;r-"-Ja":y Strif____

7. Description

Architectural Classification 

(entar categories from instructions)

LATE 19TH flNO EARLY 2QTH CENTURY 

AMERICAN MOVEMENTS - Chicago

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

loundation Concrete_________

walls Brick

rool Asphalt

other Copper,

Steel

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The New man Brothers Building is a two-part, five-bay, rectangular plan, 

five-story commercial building constructed in 1910. The design of the Newman 

Brothers Baiding shows influences of the Chicago Style with the large expanses 

of glag* on each floor and well defined storefront and cornice. The building has 

major facades faring both 6th Street and Main Street and has an original 

storefront and upper story detailing on both facades. The west facade faces an 

alley and has no decorative detailing. On the south facade the building shares a 

party watt with a two-story masonry structure and above this party watt the 

building has minimal detailing.

The Newman Brothers Building is located in downtown Jcplin, Missouri (1980 

pop. 40,100). The building occupies a prominent comer lot in the historic 

commercial section of the city along Main Street. Like most other commercial 

buildings on Main Street the building is sited on a rectangular lot, is flush with 

the sidewalk, and occupies all of the lot There are no outbuildings. The 

building has primary entrances and storefronts facing both 6th Street and Main 

Street. The building's exterior has not been significantly altered and it retains 

its original historic character.

The storefront on the Main Street facade consists of five bays with the central 

bay containing the facade's primary entrance. This entrance has two sets of 

original wood and glag; double doors of single light paneled design. Above each 

set of doors is a rectangular single light transom. Flanking the doors are small 

display windows which are elliptical in form and have rflipHrai glass panels 

resting on stone bulkheads. The display windows in the flanking bays have 

copper or steel muntin bars and rest on stone bulkheads or alia. Above the 

display windows is a cast iron transom bar decorated with a Greek fret band.

Above each transom bar is a three light transom with wood muntin bars. 

Dividing each storefront bay are stone Doric pilfers. Extending above the 

display windows is an original cast iron canopy supported by large brackets and 

decorative rods anchored into the face of the building. This canopy has roof 

detailing of finials designed as small bound torches and a single light and cast 

iron valence. The glass lights of the valence have been painted in recent years. 

The canopy support brackets aia? contain original hanging glass globe fixtures.

liTI See continuation sheet
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Above the storefront is a stone entablature and cornice. The second, third, and 

fourth stories have identical plan arrangements and detailing. Each story is 

divided into five bays with each bay containing tri-part Chicago Style windows. 

Each window has a central fixed rectangular light with flanking single light 

hinged casement windows. Above each window is a rectangular single light 

transom. Each window has a stone sill, bracketed sheet metal lintel, and comer 

floral and ribbon medallions. Between each window on the second, third, and 

fourth stories are recessed brick panels in the spandrels. At the third story 

central window is a cast iron balcony with its railing resting on a stone 

platform. The platform is supported by stone volute brackets and beneath are 

stone modillion blocks. The railing has square balusters and inset wreaths which 

contain the letter "N".

Dividing the fourth and fifth stories is a copper cornice with ball and ribbon 

medallions. Above the fifth story is a large projecting copper cornice with 

modillion blocks, voluted brackets, egg and dart molding, and acrotprions at the 

roofline. Between each bay is a relief of a lion's head design and copper 

cartouches. Below the cartouches are wreaths which contain original electric 

light glass globes and below the wreaths are copper strips arranged in the letter 
"N".

The Sixth Street facade has a similar five-bay configuration and is identical in 

all respects to the Main Street facade with only a few exceptions. At the 

storefront on this facade the original single light glass and frame doors have 

been removed and replaced with ca. 1970 solid wood doors. Several windows on 

the upper stories of this facade have been covered with plywood and the 

roofline lacks electric glass globes.

The rear, or west, facade is divided into five bays and has an exterior of five 

course common bond brick. Entrances on the first story face an alley and have 

ca. 1970 glass and metal doors. Windows on each floor are three-over-three 

vertical light sash with stone sUls and wire glass lights. The upper facade 

windows are grouped together in threes on each floor. At the roofline is a brick 

smokestack for the heating system and also on the rear facade is an original 

full height steel fire escape. The south facade shares a party wall with an 

adjacent two-story brick building. The upper floors have a five course common 
bond exterior and three light vertical sash windows. Above the fifth story on 

this facade is a raised brick penthouse story which houses the building's 
elevator machinery and mechanical rooms.



B. Statement of significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

HH nationally Q statewide Q locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [3 A OB l~x|C I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) d]A d]B I 1C I ID I IE [H|F QG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 

Commerce

Architecture

Period of Significance 

1910-1939

1910

Significant Dates

iqio

1910

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A

Significant Person
N/A

Architect/Builder 

Alien , Austin-- Architect

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Newraan Brothers Building in Joplin, Missouri, is significant under Criterion 

A and C for its role in city commerce and its architectural design. The building 

was constructed in 1910 as one of the city's largest and finest department 

stores and the business held commercial prominence during much of the early 

20th century. The building's design is reflective of the Chicago Style of 

commercial architecture and it remains as the city's most representative 

high-rise example of this style. The Newman Brothers Building retains the 

majority of its original storefront and interior detailing and alterations to the 

building have not been extensive. The building is presently under renovation on 

the basement and first floor levels for commercial use.

Joplin is situated in the southwest corner of Missouri and this area was 

originally farmland containing a few residences and stores in the early 19th 

century. The discovery of extensive lead deposits in the 1850s brought attention 

to the area, but it was not until after the Civil War that mining efforts became 

significant. In 1871, landowner John Cox platted a seventeen acre townsite on 

Joplin Creek to take advantage of the many miners coming to the area. Later 

that year a newspaper in Carthage wrote of a "new town in Jasper County. Its 

name is Joplin, and it is located fourteen miles southwest of Carthage on the 

farm of J.C. Cox. It has lead in unlimited quantities under it. Everybody out of 

employment ought to go there and dig."

The lead mining boom resulted in the establishment of Joplin as a major 

community by the late 19th century. From a temporary mining camp of tents 

and frame dwellings, the town grew to a city of 26,000 by 1900. Stone and 

brick churches, schools, and social buildings were constructed in these years and 

residential areas expanded to the east and west from the commercial section 

along Main Street. Numerous German immigrants came to Joplin and started 

industries such as a cigar manufacturing plant, a brewery, and woolen mill.

[20 See continuation sheet



9. Mi|or Bibliographical Reference*

Prevloua documentation on (lie (NPS): n/a 

QpriUmlniry determination ol Individual Hating (36 CFR 87)

haa btan requested

pravloualy llatad In tha National Register

pravloualy datarmlnad allglbla by tha National Raglatar

daalgnatad a National Historic Landmark 

_ ricordad by Historic Amarlcan Bulldlngi

Survay t ________________________ 
I I rtcorded by Hlatorlc American Engineering

Record »___________________

ES«« continuation ahaet

Primary location of additional data: 

£. State hlatorlc preaarvatlon office

Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

Unlverilty

Other 

Specify repertory:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property I P.SS fhan I arrp

UTM References

A h i5 I l3 k fi Is if, 15 I IA n In is b in 15 I 
Zone Easting Northing

C|_J_I I I i I i i I I i I i I i , I

Zone Easting . ~ Northing

Dl .1 I I I , I , i I I i I , I i i

I I See continuation aheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The nominated property occupies Lots 21 and 22 of Pitcher's Addition, 

City of Joplin.

I I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundary for the Newman Brothers Building includes all property 

which has historically been associated with the building.

I I Sea continuation sheet
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One of the German families which came to Jcplin in these years was that of 

Joseph Newman. Joseph Newman emigrated to Pennsylvania from Germany 

before the Civil War and opened a clothing store in Hamsburg.^ Disatisfied with 

his business, Newman moved his family to Pierce City, Missouri, in 1871 and 

founded the Newman Mercantile Company, selling clothing, gentlemen's 

furnishings, boots, and shoes. Newman became a prominent resident of Pierce 

City but the growth and development in Joplin caught Newman's attention. In 

1898, Newman sent his son Albert, and son-in-law, Gabe Newburger, to Jcolin to 

open a store at the corner of Fourth and Main Streets. This store immediately 

prospered and a few years later the store moved to a larger location at 517 S. 

Main Street.7

Newman's decision to open a store in Joplin made good business sense. In the 

1890s Joplin began a period of intensive growth and development which lasted 

until 1920. Between 1900 and 1920 the community grew from a population of 

26,000 to 33,500, and it became the major commercial center for the Tri-State 

region of Missouri, Oklahoma, and Arkansas. 8 The lead and zinc mines in the 

area were some of the most productive in the country and Joplin was the 

commercial and residential center of this mining area. Main Street became 

transformed during these years as numerous masonry commercial and public 

buildings were constructed.

By the early 1900s the shopping habits of the country had become more 

sophisticated, resulting in the rise of large department stores in major urban 

areas. High-rise department stores offering a wide selection of merchandise 

became popular among shoppers and, by 1910, Joseph Newman's sons Albert and 

Sol felt that Joplin was ready for such a store. A large lot containing several 

small buildings was purchased at the southwest comer of Sixth and Main Streets 

and construction began on a five-story department store which would contain 

50,000 square feet of shopping area.  

Joplin architect Austin AHen was selected to design this building which was to 

be one of the largest ever built in the city. Alien grew up in Joplin and later 

studied architecture at the University of Pennsylvania and in Europe. He worked 

for a New York architectural firm for several years before returning to Joplin 

in 1905. Alien became a noted architect of the city and designed a number of 

residences and commercial buildings between 1905 and 1917. iu His design for the 

Newraan Brothers Building followed the influence of the popular Chicago Style 

with a transparent skin over the structural skeleton.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number = Page 2
______________________ Newman Brothers Building, Joplin, Missouri

Alien's design for the building called for concrete and steel construction with 

large expanses of windows on the main facades facing Main and Sixth Streets. 

Windows influenced by the Chicago School were added with large central 

rectangular lights flanked by narrow hinged casement lights. Exterior detailing 

featured a large copper cornice at the roofline and cast iron balconies. The 

interior was composed of large open spaces on each floor supported by concrete 

and steel columns. The Newman Brothers Building was considered one of Alien's 

finest designs in the twelve years in which he practiced, and upon his untimely 

death at age thirty-ax in 1917, he was widely regarded as one of the area's 

leading architects. The Newman Brothers Building and the Elk's Club Lodge (NR, 

1985) are regarded as his finest designs built in Joplin. H

The opening of the Newman Brothers Building in 1910 was heralded as a major 

event in Joplin. The Joplin Hews Herald reported that "no achievement 

accomplished in the city of Joplin stands out so clearly as a monument to the 

planning and labor which it brought forth," and called it a "palatial home of 

merchandizing." l^The day of the grand opening featured a thirty piece symphony 

and hundreds of patrons passed through the doors. Shoppers were greated by a 

sumptuous interior with ornate gilded plasterwork, parquet floors, bronze 

elevators, and an ornate cast iron staircase. Across the storefront on both 6th 

and Main Streets was a large cast iron awning to diield patrons from inclement 

weather. Upon its completion the building cost $150,000 while interior fixtures 

and elevators cost an additional $100,000. At the roof the company erected the 

largest illuminated sign in Joplin. "

Newman Brothers was the city's best known department store during much of 

the early 20th century. By 1913, the store employed 200 salespersons and clerks 

with an annual payroll of $75,000, and had annual *a1pg of over one million 

dollars.! 4 The value of the building and its merchandise was estimated to be over 

$500,000. As a center for shopping Newman Brothers overshadowed all other 

department stores of the period in Joplin such as Christman's and Ramsey's. The 

store specialized in men's and women's clothing but also sold furniture, 

household goods, and many other items.

The Newman Brothers company prospered throughout the 1920s and expanded 

operations in the Midwest. In 1922, they purchased the Kennedy Dry Goods 

Company in Erid, Oklahoma and in 1928 bought the Denneky Dry Goods 

Company in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The Depression of the 1930s ended this period 

of expansion. However, the company was able to continue operation of its 

stores, including the flagship store in Joplin. Newman Brothers continued to be 

regarded as Joplin's finest department store during these years.
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Fallowing World War n; Newraan Brothers once again expanded, opening stores 

in several states. The company opened branch stores in Springfield, Missouri, 

Hutchinson, Kansas, and Midwest City, Oklahoma. In Joplin a furniture division 

was opened at 8th and Main Streets and a furniture annex store was opened at 

286 S. Main Street.16 The company had continued success for two decades, but 

by the mid-1960s the opening of suburban shopping centers and changes in 

retailing resulted in a decline in galp*; at the original Newman Brothers Building. 

In 1972, the company left its downtown building and moved into the Northpark 

Mall on the edge of the city. The building was sold to the Pentecostal Church 

of God which used it as a publishing house and bookstore. This denomination 

owned the building until its recent sate to the present owners. who are 

renovating the basement and first floor levels into a teen center with a dance 

floor and shops. i7

Recent renovations to the building have retained the prigi nai storefront and 

upper'facade detailing. Interior renovations have included some subdivision of 

the original first floor area, however, these changes are largely the addition of 

temporary partition walls and no extensive removal of original detailing has 

occurred. The Newman Brothers Building continues to exhibit its original design 

and detailing and is the city's finest remaining example of a high-rise Chicago 

Style commercial building. Through its architectural design and mercantile 

heritage the Newman Brothers Building is a significant structure of Joplin, 

Missouri.
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Photograph Continuation Sheet, Newman Brothers Building

Newraan Brothers Building

602-608 S. Main Street

Joplin, Jasper County, Missouri

Photo by: Thomason and Associates

Date: June, 1989

Neg: City Planning Office, Joplin, Missouri

Photo » 1 of 8
View: Main and 6th Street facades, view towards southwest.

Photo # 2 of 8

View: 6th Street facade, view towards southwest.

Photo # 3 of 8

View: Main Street facade, view towards southwest.

Photo # 4 of 8

View: View of first floor interior showing Ionic columns, cast iron staircase,

mezzanine level and railing.

Photo # 5 of 8

View: View of cast iron staircase connecting the mezzanine and second story

levels.

Photo # 6 of 8

View: Interior view of the second floor.

Photo # 7 of 8

View: Interior view of the third floor.

Photo # 8 of 8

View: View of rear (west) and south facades, towards northeast.
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